INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW
FoRM 12.980(q), PETITION FoR INJUNCTION FOR
PROTECTTON AGATNST SEXUAL VTOLENCE (06/12)
When should this form be used?

lf you are a victim of sexual violence or the parent or legal guardian of a minor child who is
living at home and is a victim of sexual violence, you can use this form to ask the court for a
protective order prohibiting sexualviolence. Sexual violence means any one incident of:
sexual battery, as defined in Chapter 794, Florida Statutes;
a lewd or lascivious act, as defined in Chapter 800, Florida Statutes, committed upon or in
the presence of a person younger than 16 years of age;
. luring or enticing a child, as described in Chapter 787, Florida Statutes;
o sexual performance by a child, as described in Chapter 827, Florida Statutes; or
. any other forcible felony wherein a sexual act is committed or attempted

o
.

ln order to get an injunction you must have reported the sexual violence to a law enforcement
agency and be cooperating in the crimlnal proceeding if there is one. lt does not matter
whether criminal charges based on the sexual violence have been filed, reduced, or dismissed
by the state attorney's office. You may also seek an injunction for protection against sexual
violence if the respondent was sent to prison for committing one of the sexual violence crimes
listed above against you or your minor child living at home and respondent is out of prison or is
getting out of prison within 90 days of your petition. Attach the notice of inmate release to your

petition.
Because you are making a request to the court, you are called the oetitioner. The person whom

you are asking the court to protect you from is called the respondent. lf you are seeking an
injunction for protection against sexual violence on behalf of a minor child who is living at
home, the parent or legal guardian must have been an eyewitness to, or have dlrect physical
evidence or g[!g[y!39 from eyewitnesses of, the specific facts and circumstances that form the
basis of the petition. lf you are under the age of eighteen and have never been married or had
the disabilities of nonage removed by a court, one of your parents or your legal guardian must
sign this petition on your behalf.

lf the respondent

is your soouse, former spouse, related to you by blood or marriage, living
with you now or has lived with you in the past (if you are or were living as a family), or is the
other parent of your child(ren) whether or not you have ever been married or ever lived

together, you should use Petition for lnjuncion for Protection Atainst Domestic Violence,
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.980(a), rather than this form.
This form should be typed or printed in black

ink.

You should complete this form (givint as
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